Logic as a tool for clinical training in social work.
The paper is an attempt to illustrate the usefulness of logic as a technique in the clinical training of mental health professionals. The specific concepts that are examined include the nature of deductive and inductive reasoning, hypothesis testing, necessary and sufficient conditions, "if-then" propositions, and the nature of clinical evidence. Knowledge and use of these concepts was tested in a tutorial program directed toward students who were beginning graduate studies in the field of social work. Some of the difficulties encountered by these students, especially in the clinical aspects of their training, were directly related to an inadequate understanding of these logical forms of reasoning. It is suggested that a portion of the clinical training in mental health fields be directed towards a deeper understanding and utilization of these basic concepts.